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Surface Tension by Scott Smallwood

for solo percussionist

1 pair small drum sticks (wood) pitchpipe
1 pair medium vibes mallets (rattan handles) :

small bowl of
marbles (12)

2 woodblocks
(small, medium)

~

battery-powered
back massager *

desk bell
(pitch = B)

Large concert bass drum
(at least 36" diameter)

Tambourine, 10” diameter,
filled with steel bottle caps (15):

large ride cymbal -5
(22-26"if possible)

* massager must be able to turn on without applying constant pressure (normal on/off switch)

NOTES:

1.) This piece is in 4 sections, approx 10"long.

2.) If performed in an intimate space, no amp-
lification is needed. Amplification recommended
for larger concert halls.

3.) All sections performed attacca

4.) Bass drum head should be loose but not
flabby (both sides)

5.) Original premiere performed with dance (see
later notes and documentation for details)

6.) Performer should be keenly aware of sonic
characteristics of the performing space, and ad-
just performance volume appropriately
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A2 B1 One-handed roll, moving from edge to center and back
v v for each slur marking, approx 5” each
Put drumsticks down, place cymbal in centre

L.H. of drum (upside down), and place desk bell
in centre of cymbal. Pick up vibes mallets.

] - ] 5 - ] (etc) -

Pick up tambourine and shake softly
back and forth (20”, while placing new objects w/ LH)
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w/ knuckles on shell
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O rapid taps on head O

w/ fingers (ad lib)
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mp Place massager on head * m
B2 /
z . . . 2 continue rolling on cymbal, outer edge, flatly, for 30”
’ -
= > > > > > > > > S Lv.
{o) n— mf * ideally, the massager will slowly move itself around the bass drum
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lightly, w/ finger tips

Remove desk
bell; place wood
blocks
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Pour marbles
onto drum

X v J 120, fluctuating
(l.v.)

each group: slightly irregular rhythm, expressive, with slight pause at end

| ’ ’ ’ ? ?

LA S L)

e
e |
e |
e |
e |
e |
e |
e |
e |
e |

Page 4



’ ’ ’ ’ ’
mp prp
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add hyper-rhythms: sixteenth-and-beyond-note embellishments, ad lib, increasing in density...

J =160, fluctuating - — — — — — — — — — - ACCEl - = — — = —
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add hyper-rhythms: sixteenth-and-beyond-note embellishments, ad lib, increasing in density...
=~ 9:20
Place massager E
in center
of cymbal v
gradually press down on vibrator, pressing down more and more, approx. 40” switch off
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